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This year’s hallway contest resulted in beautifully decorated and lit-up hallways. Each hallway had
its own theme and showed the hard work that each grade level provided. Starting with the
entrance, the Saints were greeted with a gingerbread house-themed entrance decorated by the
Seniors. Walking into the building, Saints could see the gorgeous hallway that the Juniors
decorated with a North Pole theme and the Sophomore’s hallway with their Polar Express theme.
Down the science wing, there was the wonderfully decorated hallway by the Freshmen with a
nicely lit fireplace and a Santa’s Closet theme. 

Although all grade levels worked very hard and decorated each hallway to the fullest, the
Sophomores won the hallway contest with their Polar Express theme. 

With this contest, the hallways helped spread the Christmas cheer and spirit that had been
missing at the school for the past year due to COVID, and brought all students together in the
spirit of teamwork. 
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SJD New Year's Resolutions
By Kelsey Kelley, 12

Aidan Karl, Class of 2022: “Mine is sort of two…To find a college I want
to go to and make sure I’m in shape enough for P.E. next semester.”

Ms. Reyna, Educator (Spanish and
Entrepreneurship): “To be more consistent!”

Sarina Soto, Class of 2022: “To not get
hurt in sports.”

Kelsey Kelley, Class of 2022: “To stop
procrastinating and get prepared for my move to

college!”

Joseph Corpus, Class of 2022: “To get good
grades.”

Mr. Dunning, Educator (Math): “To be
nicer to my students!”

Good luck with your New Year’s resolutions, Saints! 

New year, new goals! As we head into 2022, many of the SJD staff and students have made some
New Year’s resolutions that they hope to implement in their lives throughout the year. Here are
some New Year’s resolutions from the Class of 2022 and the wonderful SJD faculty! 

Happy New 
Year! 



How to Achieve Humanity and Equality in America
By Santiago Melendez, 11

 The African-American experience in the United States has always been one of hardship. African
Americans have to face tremendous challenges every day and they are forced to overcome
hurdles no white person ever has to overcome. Anne Moody and W.E.B. DuBois lived very
different lives. Moody, born 1940 and active at the height of the Civil Rights Movement, was the
daughter of sharecroppers and had to fight to work and survive in rural Mississippi. DuBois was
born in a bit more luxury in the North, and in 1868, but still faced many challenges in his quest
to better himself. He worked to found the Civil Rights movement that eventually took off and
gave Moody the platform that she used in her autobiography Coming of Age in Mississippi. Both
of them faced hardships brought on by the color of their skin, and they both dedicated their
lives to advancing the needs of people of color Their works, “On Being Crazy” for DuBois and
Coming of Age in Mississippi for Moody, were written to explain the tragedy and oddity of their
situations. However, in addition to their discrepancies in length, “On Being Crazy,” written to
appeal to an audience that did not acknowledge DuBois’ humanity and Coming of Age in
Mississippi, written to show how bad conditions were for African Americans, contained
extremely different tones and styles, and were each for their own time period.
 
 Both Moody and DuBois highlighted the sheer absurdity of separating people by race. DuBois
expresses this sentiment, almost verbatim, when he addresses a white character at the end of
“On Being Crazy” “Go on, I said, either you are crazy or I am. ‘We both are,’ [his acquaintance
responded]” (4). While writing, DuBois is careful to show just how barbarous segregation is, and
this passage is a perfect exemplification of this. Even the man who is advocating for segregation
admits his views are crazy. Despite Moody, due to the restraint of writing non-fiction, never
actually having a character expressly say their views are crazy, she does point out how terrible
anyone who perpetuates America’s system of oppression is. She writes, “I hated the white men
who murdered Emmet Till and I hated all the other whites who were responsible for the
countless murders I vaguely remembered from childhood” ( 129). The word murder is crucial to
this sentence. Instead of using the word kill, Moody chooses the term “murder” which has vastly
more violent and beastly connotations than the word kill does. She is communicating the same
thing DuBois is. She is showing the travesty of America and its segregation policies. They both
are clear that the system set up in the United States to oppress African-Americans is horrible,
confusing, and simply morally wrong. 

 Despite the similarities, Moody and DuBois’ writing styles could not be more different. DuBois
uses repetition in his writing, akin to a poem, with each character he encounters asking
variations of “Are you aware, sir, that this is social equality” and him responding “Nothing of the
sort” (DuBois 1). He maintains that he is not looking for equality, but for his needs to be met. He
is obstinate in his repetition. On the other hand, Moody writes in a style that has vastly more in
common with prose than with poetry. She writes to communicate, devoid of repetition or
strictly defined sections. This is apparent in the first sentence of her piece when she writes “I’m
still haunted by dreams of the time we lived on Mr. Carter’s plantation. Lots of Negros lived on 



 his place” (Moody 1). Moody adds no flourishes to her writing. In contrast to the ornate writing of
DuBois, she is communicating her point honestly and brutally; nothing more is necessary for Anne
Moody. 

When considering Moody and DuBois’ writings, it is important to view the different times in which
they lived. When DuBois was writing “On Being Crazy,” the Civil Rights movement was not widely
accepted nor acknowledged. DuBois, as a result of the color of his skin, was still seen very much as
sub-human by white people. He was forced to compensate for this by portraying himself as nearly
excessively smart and articulate, to the point no one could question his intelligence. Moody, on the
other hand, was facing a country that was forced to acknowledge her humanity, but perhaps not
what it was doing to her and people like her. When Coming of Age in Mississippi was written, the Civil
Rights movement was in full swing and Moody needed to make sure her audience knew that she
and her colleagues were not moving too quickly in their quest for equality. They faced tremendous
hardships and Moody intended to make sure everyone in the country knew that. She may have
reflected what DuBois intended, but Coming of Age in Mississippi certainly differs in style. 

 Both W.E.B. DuBois and Anne Moody used their writing to try to rectify a problem. They needed to
communicate how awful African Americans’ situation was. Despite their similarities in message,
DuBois and Moody’s writing styles were extremely different. They were each writing for a different
time. They did their job as activists and writers, and they adapted to their audience. They were both
great writers, and they executed their opposing styles to perfection.

When it comes to the girls’ basketball team, Coach Koch is the man to
talk to. His first season with the team was the winter 2020 season.
Sadly the season was cut short due to Covid, but the team is
determined to come back stronger than ever this 2021-2022 season. 

 
Going into the season, Coach Koch’s goal is “to establish a winning
tradition in girls basketball.” So far, the team has fought extremely
hard, and their efforts have paid off with their undefeated season.
Still, Coach Koch said that the team’s highlight for the season has
been beating Waldorf twice. 

 
Coach Koch has enjoyed working with this group of girls as he says
they have been fun to coach. He is impressed by how hard they fight
each time they take the court and says that the team has excellent
leadership. Each player is improving as the season goes on, and SJD
is proud of how far they have come. Let’s go, Lady Saints, and keep
up the hard work!
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Girls Basketball: Inside Scoop from Coach Koch
By Penelope Sanchez, 11
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Maria Sellstrom 
Sarina Soto
Paola Munoz
Adriana Munoz
Dulce De Blas Ramirez
Juan Diego Martinez
Renae Friesenhahn

 
JoJo Soriano
Oli Jaquette 
Guadalupe Sanchez
Christian Perez
Hector Valle
Ryan Yanez

Jasmine Mireles
Robert Picasio
Jesus Maldonado
Kayla Martinez
Joelle Vigil 

Kelsey Kelley 
John O'Brien
Alejandra Ruiz


