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 “The advice would be: I mean it’s cliché, but to reach your
potential. Really it’s to keep as many options as open as
possible…you don’t know where life is going to take you”.   
When asked about a piece of advice for the students, this
is what Principal Vu replied. Born in Texas, but raised in
Michigan, he had high hopes of becoming a doctor from a
very young age. Mr. Vu said he had also “felt…a calling from
God, that [he] was supposed to teach” at the start of his
college career, but that he ignored it until he was a senior
in college.

Still, he decided to follow this calling eventually, and, after
some teacher education programs, he joined the Alliance
of Catholic Education at Notre Dame. While working for this
program, he was sent to Tucson, Arizona where he met his
wife. After being there for 12 years, getting married, and
having five kids, the pandemic helped him and his wife
realize how far away they were from their extended family.
This helped them to decide to move to a state much closer
to each spouse's parents. This is where San Juan Diego
comes in. Both spouses found a job here in Texas and with
Mr. Vu’s family in Houston, and Mrs. Vu’s family also close,
the Vus decided to make the move from Arizona to Texas
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San Juan Diego Catholic High School

An Interview with SJD's New Principal 

 Although he was interested in SJD
because of its size and mission, Mr.
Vu says his favorite thing about San
Juan Diego is the people. He says he
loves to get to know the students he
teaches, and he enjoys the people he
works with, for he says they “really
want the students to succeed”. 

SJD is happy to welcome their new
principal, Mr. Vu.

By Julissa Montoya, 11

SJD Student Elections
Students running for President and  Vice President were asked this:
Why are you running for this position? 

Here are their responses:  (see pg. 2)
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Janine Koch

Running Vice Presidents

Like Vincent, Nathaly has been
in student council since she
was a freshman. As Vice
President, she wants to focus
more on the lower classmen
than the upperclassmen like
VPs at San Juan Diego have in
the past. She wants to be able
to “represent everybody and
not be a scary vice president.”

Nathaly Martinez

Jojo wants to make the
school better. She
wants to bring all the
memories back and get
everyone all united and
connected.”

Jojo Soriano

Kelsey wants to make
the school better now
that we are back for
the first time in a year.
As she mentions, she
is “a really good
listener and will listen
to whatever concerns
y’all have.”

Kelsey Kelley

By Vanessa Rodriguez, Cissy Amaya, Ruben Salcedo, Hong-Van Nguyen, and Alejandra Ruiz - 11

As president, Kat
wants to hear the
students’ issues and
ideas, and, as she
stated, she wants “to
be a president that
hears what people
want and what people
need.”

If elected president,
Janine wants to have
what our school had
before COVID. She
wants to bring back “the
feeling of family, those
really close
friendships.”She feels
like “we are missing a
lot of those elements.”

Vincent has been in
student government
since freshman year
and is ready to step up
into this leadership
role. He would like to
“get back to regular
activities, plus more,
and is looking forward
to a great year.”

Kat Octaviano Vincent Castillo

Running Presidents
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can only put textbooks on the given shelves is that in the past some students’ cubbies were messy
and out of order. Things like dirty clothes, rotten food, and scattered sheets of paper were all
shoved into the cubbies, making the library look like a mess. Mrs. Seals states about the new
arrangement: "They are not cubbies. They are only shelves for books. No notebooks, lunches, or
dirty gym clothes are allowed. Anything that will look raggedy or cause a stink needs to find another
place". 

Although this is a reasonable objection to cubbies, the students still suffer from lugging around all
of their necessary school items. Students who currently play sports get lockers in the locker room,
but those are limited to student-athletes. The students who do get these lockers cannot access
them during the school day, which has caused some frustration in many of the school’s athletes. So
where does that leave SJD students with heavy backpacks? Currently, students have gotten the
opportunity to claim shelves in the library, first come first serve, but some students are still
struggling with the weight of their backpacks and the strict regulations on shelves and lockers. 

It’s another year of school with a ton of classes. With those classes
comes a ton of books, binders, bags, and supplies. Thanks to the
SJD library, we have shelves to put our textbooks on. 

However, many students question if that's enough. According to
Mrs. Seals, our very own SJD librarian, the reason why students

The Forbidden Lockers?
By Misty Davis, 11
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Upcoming Home Games:
Sept. 3 - Saints vs. Headwaters School 
Sept. 7 - Saints vs. IDEA Montopolis 
Sept. 13 - Saints vs. San Marcos Academy
Sept. 23 - Saints vs. Central Texas Christian - Temple 

6 PM - Junior Varsity
7 PM - Varsity

Formatting and editing by Jade Humphrey (11)

Varsity Junior Varsity

Wins: 10
Ties: 3
Losses: 8

Wins: 3
Ties: 
Losses: 1

SJD SPORTS: VOLLEYBALL


